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NORMAN U WHITAKERith aliases, O 
Neirmlliams, Neil^i! Hanson, "The Fox* 


APPLICATION FOR PARDON TO 
RESTORE CIVIL RIGHTS 


sv i«o —isoOrAcrw 


Applicant interviewed. Desires restoration 
of rights to he can get work and because of 
dying wife. Does not Intend to practice law 
and believes he ean get Government- position* 

Also wants to search for money paid to GASTON ; 
B. HKAKS by EVALYN WALSH MoLEAN. Claims he / 
was aisled by .MEANS and had no criminal Intent 
in LINDBERGH matter* Says he expected pardon 
if baby recovered* Prior crimes attributed to , 
wild life «ad no responsibilities* No regular^ 
employment since release from prison In 1957* 
Lived amiestiy on wife's earnings and assistance 
from friends* Spent time since re 3 .ease in libel 
litigation, performing odd jobs, reading, and 
caring for sick wife. Owes ?300 plus amount 
advanced by friends. Hsed GflLPSHITH 's office 
facilitie s during libel litigation. I I 

I acquaintances, interviewed. 
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^Report of Speeial Agent T. R. MORGAN dated 8/1I4/42 
at Washington, D>* C. 

Report of Special Agent HTP.tGf T. CAtLISTER, dated 
I2/2/I42 at New York, New York. v 9 ^ 

* ‘ /11 ^ "7 ? « 

AT WASHINGTON. D. C. 7; - 7 

t xjt-. 1 —- -,j. " 'i mmmrnm // 

>dX least mMAR f* WHITAKER waa interviewed by the writer 

■ . A-A —* •_ *-j .1 _ A' A... A—R ^ a . 

















'• v ?- . The applicant ■-‘iWi*filial df the 

application to regain his Civil .Right* ihi^thni }»■ jugate*- to obtain 
that he had- been unable to do because of lile «kmtihtieA« and h»8 h#«h ; 5 
pivea some encouragement that -he would kw employed _ if- hie rights wwk«_ f** ,' 
stored. -Upon being edited in Which ^overasent offie|. he. expected 'bd: work, , 
applicant replied that because of his loWg experience ei a patent' .lawyer 
and hi* previous work in. the Patent Of flee, he thought that the" tatter would 
hire him. He added that he night also owtain a position in the Ifisg Depart* 
stent or in the Office of the Alien Property Custodian who wanted patent 
oen at this tine. He added that he has tsw degree’® In' -p'aterttS aha had a 
large patent law practice from 1915 to 19& when he was disbarred. He 
stated that he had friends in Government positions whom he believed would 
help him. and he al so stated that if hi* Civil Eights were restored, he be¬ 
lieved the Sar Association would lift His disbarment. Regardless of the 
latter, however, he believes that he can obtain a Government position, which 
is what he wants, and that he has no desire' to return to the praetlo* of law* 

As a further reason for hdeapplleation, applicant cited tie 
fact .that hie wife. Who was formerly employed by the Department of Interior, 
was near death from a cancer ailment} that he took her to Meaor'al Hospital 
in Her/ York on Labor Day, and that the doctors there gave her two souths to 
live, after examining her and stated that they could do nothing for her. 
Applicant added that his wife had been faithful to him though all of his 
trouble, and he hoped that his rights would be restored before her death. 
Which h* said might be e matter of days. 

Furthermore, applioant stated thet he has shown by hla life 
during the six years since hif release £»oei prison that his intentions are 
good. And having paid hie debt to soeletf, Ms f ights .eboeld he restored* 

plloant »s employment and activities since Release 


Applicant admitted that he ihaa had no regjaiiu' omploy^nt 
sinoe his release in 1957 and gave his reewrd as a reasonfor thia predicament, 
Hhen asked whether he had made a« effort fiat ideate employment, he afiswered ' 
in the affirmative, but t.fre -ozfly,.i e i ^d Gw»A-. the «• s. Patent Qffioe, 

. whore,' ae heretofore stated, he was told tiAClu*'might be'giTeneM»' cos-" 
«ideratien : lf ,Ms'rightd'Were restored, 

% >. - He did some work for Ulf ; >r*fch#r, H€Q2©t. Wttwm,. formerly 
a patent attorney in Washington, with wfedw lw) formerly practiced law before 
his disbarment, the work -done,.for. hi*ease#, and he , 
received noapeelf le iliafy therefrom. 









In .addition tothis, applicant stated Wait hat 
colIeotior -8 for his brother-in-law, Dr, 32QI4 M :. /••■£... 

Street, K. tf. E® added that hi* remuneration la thle ©apweity waa ft 
percentage of the collections node and did not joount to nMitu K®' «l»o 
stated that he prepared th® pleadings wad aadft v several trip® to Beaton, 
Juassaohusetts ta Dr. HEGARTY * * action there to reoover hie Share of an 
inheritance. For this appUeent recci-fid only hi* 'expenses',; tot expects 
to be paid in the event the edit ie 8 ucceeefttX* 

Other than the above, applicant admits that he has dene no • 
other work and has lived on the earnings of his wife, whomade $2700 per 
year as Head of the Docket and Seoord Deportment in the Department of ^Interior 
Because of her health, however, she was forced to quit work in June, 19u2 
and recently he has been obtaining some finatfsiftl assistance from Dr. HECAKTY 
asd from OSCAR A. BERGREN, Assistant Solicitor of the Department of interior 
who ia a close friend. 

In response to an inquiry as to how he spent hie tine during 
the eix years since his release applicant stated that shortly after he was 
set free, he instituted 2$ libel eases agtlnst various persons and newspapers 
in Washington and New York, and that this took a lot of his tine for several 
yeare. He added that he was successful in all but the two oases which went 
to trial. By successful, he added he meant that he settled each of the 
others for a" few hundred dollars, which amounts went to the attorney which 
the Court, appointed for him. He stated further that he did not expect to 
make any money out of said actions but merely instituted sarw so that his 
name would be cleared and "to get the newspapers off me", and that this 
has been accomplished. 

Applicant further adviaed that he and his wife made several 
trips to New York to see Mrs. wnTAKgl's sister, BLANCHE PEDISICH, who lives 
on Long Island* In xiiarch of I9i£ he. took his wife to Florida for several 
weeke In the hope of rebuilding her health. Other than this, he stated 
be has done no traveling* , 

When asked whether he knew H. ELI hOLDSMITE (referred to in 
reference report of Special Agent C&LUtTEft, as GOLBSTEia or GOLDBERG), 
applicant explained that GQLDSMIXH pemltted him to use his office facilities 
and stenographers for preparing motions, et cetera in connection with the 
litigation in Hew York referred to %bcve* He added that he paid GOLD8EITE's 
stenographers for’the work done, and had ho connection with 00i&S!.tI!FH*s 
business, which he understands was directed towards aiding Jewish refugee® 
in coming to Ainerioa* He stated that he originally met GOLDSMITH through 
nls wife who knew him through mutual friends, and that many years ago hie 
brother, ROLAND did some legal work for Hito, Ho added that he 






has not seen for several yeure and heard that, he U ad* In 'th* 

jwnitentiary, ‘' t- ;.v.V ••’• 


Applicant admitted that be has spent aoeie^hls ttjaa, «rtl»r 
than that above accounted for. in. reading; attaining 

in ear inn? for his wife oho need# help constantly and they oawws hirs 4 ^ , 
nurse because of their financial condition* 


sileant'• Version of Kta Convictions 


^hen asked about his feelings with respect to hie eocviction 
with bJASTOE B. VR AM *, for conspiracy in an attest to eosssit larceny 
$55,OCO from Mrs. VfALY?- WALSH UcLEAS, in oonneetion with the UwBgKGR 
Hldnapping Case, applicant stated that he received no money and never e*- 
beetad to receive any in the transaction* with HEAiiS end Hr a , keLEAS, and 
that he was entirely free from any original intent* He added that haknew 
H3EAHS since 192U, before he went to Atlanta, and in 19*Q“31 knew him in 
iew York, and that when MEANS cams te hija and proposed the contacts with Mrs, 
he thought that ISASS was her duly authorised agent, and that he could 
help recover the UNDBKRC# baby, At the tiias applicant stated that he was 
at large on bond, pending an appeal of his conviction in Florida for violation 
of the"Dyer Act, and believed that if he could assist in recovering the 
baby he might be pardoned for that offense, for which he subsequently served 
tteev He sled admitted that he had in mind his possible participation in 
the nmseroue rewirdw which were offered for the eafe return of the baby, MEANS 
told him that thee# were also his motives and remarked "We will both get 
pardons and come out ahead," 


Applicant denied that he knew HEASS received $100,000 from 
®re* ’ksLEAH until after KEAIS was arrested end tried, and stated that he never 
asked Ur s, Me LEAH for \yj>,OQO or any other amount, although ho did admit repre¬ 
senting himself to her in Akron, South Carolina and £1 Faso, Texas as the 
head of the kidnappers* and stated to her that he had held the baby in his arms 
within i|8 hours. This Was all done, he added, in strict compliance with J.5EANS* 
orders, who told him exactly what to say at both meetings, neither of which 
lasted over ten minutes, and at one time bawling him out for saying 1 ^something 
that he was not supposed to say. He further stated that he had had implicit 
faith in ;, and that he thought, ahd thinks to this day, that 13SARS knew 
something, about the kidnapping and where the baby was located. He repeated 
several times that he thought 1*EA)S8 could rfcover the baby, and believes he* 
the applicant, would do the same thing again under like circumstances* r 


As proof that he did not ask ^Ts. 'ScUBiii ter he olted 

the fact-that thie money was supposed to be advanced by her to redeem 4, _>O,0">Q 
which was paid to unknown persona by droppir* same over a wall on April 2, 
1932, whereas applicant's contacts with !&•*, Me LEAN were prior to that date* ' 







Applicant then spoke on the injustice la hif oeneiotioa from 
& legal standpoint, stating that no ovart sot «u comitted la the Diatriot 
of Colombia* and that the District of Columbia Coart# had no juriedietieir 
of the case,, and under the ciroumstascss he stated the states of South 
Carolina or Texas nay have had a east* but he added hastily that hs hftd 
no criminal latent in his actions any where. With respect toMe cOnvlotion 
he stated ”Any one would have been convicted by being associated with MEA3S • 

The appliaant, when asked about his other eoaviotioas, prior 
to the imSB Cate, stated that they were probably due to the «ild life which 
he was leading and to his laolc of responsibility. He would not elaborate 
on what he meant by wild life, but stated that he was making plenty of 
money practicing law, had everything he wanted, and was traveling around with 
a fast crowd who spent a lot of money, enjoyed themselves, and had no 
responsibilities, adding that he was not married at that tine# He recounted 
that in 1927 he won the National Chess Championship at Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
and as a honeymoon in 1928 he went to France to participate In the Olympic 
Chess Championship, 

In response to a question as to whether he wee guilty of the 
crimes for which he was convicted, applicant answered evasively and again 
referred to the fact that be bad no responsibilities at that time. 

Referring again to the SEANS Case, applicant said that he 
has some ideas about where the money' paid to MEANS by &rs, IhsLKAN might be 
locatedi that shortly after his release from prison he approached her in 
this connection and she told him to draw up an agreement whereby he would 
receive part of the money if he located same# Said agreement was prepared 
and forwarded to her, but he never heard any more about it and believes 
that she turned it over to her attorneys, who In turn gate it to the Depart** 
ment of Justice, He did not press the natter in deference to his wife's 
wishes, but stated that when his wife dies he intends to see if he can 
locate the money. 


Residences •> Associates 

Applicant advised that he has resided at only two addresses 
since his release from prison which are as follows* 1900 ? Street, H* W#» 
from January 1, 1937 to September, 1939# end at 5^5 18th Street, H» If#, 
from September, 1939 to the present# When his wife dies, applicant stated 
that he expects to live with OCEAR A, REROft&lf. 

He stated that his present living quarters were very modest, 
and that Me rent of 1*0 per month -wets the lowest rent paid by anyone in the 
building. 

His associates during the paet few years have been very few, 
he stated* having spent most of his time with '-hi* 'wife# ; #r* SE&fiWr *»d 








< • •.< ■ 


itai HA&KRITS. Jurtg0 HMlk?CltD, foj^rly hi* in tto Idtefior 

Psp*rts**nt, i* * friend of .hi*, he aaetatihira ln^-<|4^ning v - */, 

employment. He h«« played ehe#a occsddctU#ljr^?h the above Masoned ;J . 
people, and a f etf other*, hut tot aotf competed in any *iwe,/-.'; . 

hip Mease from prison. "''4X* : ..' r, ':S\ 

He admitted hi* present financial poiritioa is bad, etating 
. that he owes tpproadmtely $30G,ohief Ly to ^too , towrj»e--- -*■. V-’.-." 

*n»unta- a<k*>i 0 *d to him by Br.’SAC-ERTY; and BBRQRBJf, i»£ vihich he. hat kept 
no record. i ^ 

i_' ' I I of are, who re side s atl | 

_ and who is employed in I 1 

~H stated that He met applicant through - 
Ere# -mam CUT SVSPjTT, of Heir York* with whoa he had beta associated in 
polities before coming td Washington three years age, Knowing that he 
wat a chess player, Mrs, SV3R2TT told bite to oontao t antilean t when be got 
to Washington, stating thst he was a chess player. I I stated that he 

hall so eh subject approximately one tine a month for three years, chiefly 
at social gatherings and in playing chest* On several occasions he 
accompanied applicant to the race* at Laurel, !4aryland, but neither he nor 
the applicant m ade any su bstantial waters. At ofte time he borrowed 35 frost 
the applicant. > obylously impressed by applicant's chess ability 

and educational background, stated that h* knows of applicant's past record 
anc that if he did not believe he was sincerely reformed he would net associate 
with him* Applioanx, he added ie very devoted to hie wife, and spends a 
lot of ti me with he r. In response to a question as to how applioant spends 
his time, | advised that he goes to most of the motion pictures 

aSd sometimes attends court trial*, in addition t o doing a; lot of reading. 
Having mad* many visits to applicant's apartment, | |stated that it 

ie very modest and almost shabby, ana that applicant's oar is so bad that 
he wonders how it runs. In short, he said everythin?; points to applicant's 
being in V,q financial conditions. 

| who is empl oyed by | I met appl icant through his 

I a nd has met him only 6 or & times, ! 

I £' s 19k® he stated that applicant loaned him to 
buy a oar, whic»; wae paid back the following month, He had no opinion on 
applicant's sincerity or hi* activities for the past few years. 

V? r . •’$$#. 'detcriptito of applicant waw obtaineA throurh 

observation and interrogations . r * v *;v * '‘Jy'lv ' 

* 'i-- . ' ^ _ .. •? ' V; '<». ‘ ■■ .'V-T 

■ Aset 52| torm April 9i" 16 fO, ^ildd«iphia#'*?enfte? l S^» 8 ^e. 

Kifei .mmitzr v. tmzwam, ^i«ar*..or i^-., 




. •• £. ■ -VI.. AmL i 










Weights . 200 gousds 

Heights 5’ 9 

Heirs Closely cropped, gray, 

pertly bald. 

Eyes* Blue, wears Cleeses 

Peculiarities} Tel>s very rapidly. 
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WORTMAMSV 

htbd* r. onusm 


WOWUM I. fHIUUaS, with aliases, 

Uti&iUlM*. 

icilpiiiiMsoa, 

"firm*,___ 


chaiwctw or ca«C 

AFPUOAtfOX BO* PABLOI SO 

, sksyou cim hosts. 


gvNonw or rACTi 


ItftratM believes Applicant le victia of 
| M lr« *to get rioh Mi w» M * 

MKlfl; UlUti WHIflOB brUlinti c»ltareA# 
patriotic Mi fhnda*«otaUy boaiit. Aiaits 
M«la* applicant in 1938 or 1939 la esapaay 
of 901MS1T or 30LT81S0 vho vaa la tar eea» 
riots* •/ bringing parcoa fro* Cuba ta the 
a.S. Mdar counterfeit »i»a or so*e alallar 
off onto. Applicant iaalraa raatoratlaa of 
civil rights ca that ha aaa practiaa lav 
again* Inference believe* applicant hatac 
Dapartaaat of Justice aai chenld ha <pi*stiea#d 
to aocartaia vhathar ha plMC to act hiaaalf 
ap m iafanaa lawyer ta aid criainaln la ob* 
taiaiag Justice* 
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Bsport of Special ^ant 7. E» HOBOAI dated 
August 14, 1942, at Washington, C. 0* 

/ 

At lev York, lev York 


1 


* 






■' ir 


J til ./ 


Xro, BVXLYV CLAY IVKRSTt w»a contacted by the 
reporting agent at 52 Graanrey Park at the local 
beert Quarter# of the 90*08* • Volunteer Service on 
PovMber 13, 1942, at vhlch %\m aha advloei that 
ohe had known the applicant oince 1914 when ha vac 
attending Oeorgatova Lav School and ohe vaa going 
to a girls' school in that vicinity* ®La otatii 


#ri5vn 








• * 


IT 73*188! 


that at tha tlx* the applicaat had alredy graduated trm the Uftlveralty •* 
Psansy Irani* wher* fa# bad beta a Beit# That* Chi mi a center of tha Phi 
Bata Kappa. Sha advlaed that tha applicant had oottlaued hi# studio* ad »aa 
graduated free Keldelberg ant Oxford Universities, aad had associated with a 
diplomatic aad political crowd ia Washington, D . C, Sha atatad that aha aoa* 
•liarad tha applicant a aaa of extraordinary altar* and UUlU|*«* t 
addad that *ha «aa a aan without vice*, explain!ag that oho aaaat that ha did 
not drink or heeaae involved with wonan, and aaida fron tha off too# of which 
ha aaa convicted vaa apparootly a p#rfoat gsntlenea* 

Mr#. XTXSZTT advlaed that aha a m tha applicant frefusetly 
fron 1914 to 1918, particularly aa hor brother «m Tory frioadly with hin 
during that period* hat oho aaa little of hin fron 1918 to 1938 whan aho not 
hin accidentally after which oho aaw hi* frscueatiy fron 1988 to 1941, hot 
she haa aat taaa hin tinea that tint* 

lira* VOm atatat that tha applicant’a wifa ia office 
•onager for th# Legal Division of tha Bopertneat of tha Xntariar under IdTBdV 
NififiOLD aad ia apparently nahalanead aa a result af tha difficalfciae *r* 
WHITAOI haa be«a involved la* 

Mrs* BTSHST* stated that WBITAlia had boon employed part-tin# 
by hit brothor-ln-li* Dr. HAfiSRTT whoso offices are at 3304 M Street, I.W*, 
Washington, B. C.| this work consisted ia helping to collect MU* end obtain 
patients. Ire. *▼***« also believes that the applicant prepare# paper* for 
•one legal flrne la Washington, D.C., although she could cite no epeeifia 
laatoacea, rad a&nl.tad that eho w«a unable to prove that thio wao to, one 
ststed however, th?t there was no (fiestion Vifc that WEI2AKII lived on the 
cone of hie wlf*. She etated that ia dlaoaaalag thia natter with Mr. wHITATM 
she had learned that ho doaired the rstura af hia civil right* ao that ha could 
return to the practise of low. She further atated that he ie very bitter 
toward the Depar taunt of Justice, end cl nine that he ie Juet oa the point of 
proving that 9AST0* B. MBAVS waa behind the Lindbergh kidnaping aad »rder* 

la lovenber of 1938 lire* ITOBtT taw WHItAJCSE la the eonpaoy 
of a Mr. GOLDS TUB or 80LDB1B3 at the office of the Secretary of *tato, A 
few week# later GOLDS Till or Q3LD3SB8 was convicted of aiding people to eater 
thlo country Illegally fron Cub* by uat of counterfeit visas or tone einilor 
off sate. She Aid act know whether WRIfAIMl woe involved- 

Mrs. I7KRITT point* l cut that the believed WHITAWt ohould 
have his oivll righte reetortd for the following reason** 

1. Be can be » useful citizen if allowed to return to his 
place he society. 

?. Hie wife hue been vary ley*’ through all the difficulty 
*ad has at no tine eoaeldered a dlvoroo, aad should there¬ 
fore receive eeae eoneideratioo ia thie natter. 


m 9 «• 
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8* Vbaa i mb kii mU Sit Irtt to iMlitj 1 iM St* prav** 

St mb go otraigSt ho should fc* fl»o* • ojjtTtaalty* 

Nr*. «ng« » r vas ouooUtaod rafardlM ts* ' •**•**• 

to rotor* to tte practloo of loo. aad oho |WH that i* horoyiaioah* oteold 
bo quoatioaod to oocorUl* ohotkor or oot ho WR^dortprMtUlsj 
oartlcaUurly l«!«dla| tritiiili i* ** *** *•** ***** *• lh« 

portooot of Jttotieo and »*• diooatltfiod with tfco ditpoaaatioa of Ju«tieo io 

foaorol. 


[ 


Mro, ram edTiood th» j l and 


Sad boon boo 3d a too of tko applicant ror 
t* oblo to floo laforaatloa rogardtms hit 


tbo out oooorol yoaro «il ohoulft — --— - - — - 

personal habit* and eoedact. Sho stated that At btlitrtd that th* 
tho aspllesat bod btoo** Uool»od la bio partoaal difficult!** wat that &dS* 

>• MSB had dupod hla with idoot of "fatting rieb<*i«fcl7"* ^ *** Soliof 
that tho applicant It fuadaaoatally ho*oot. 


- n mup tjpci ooMPLstios k offi® of 01x01* - 
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To: 


71-79*4 

P oo o rt a r 9, 1943 
9m, Mrtagtoa 


•, i 

V 


Froto: J. Edgar Hoover * Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subject: 


1942. 


.4 

warns T. unmiE, with aiuooot im,xcm» 
rot FAUX* TO BESTOW OIL CXaR8 


If 


to Bom* lottor 4oto* Ootohor 2), 


Him Moo AtWmoy «f«la tuwwtiy t o t oo ot od tho 
oooplotton of tho Infoattgotioo In thio ewe, m &t looot tho 
oonplatlon of tho lntorvio* with tho oppUoant, Xoa «m U- 
•truetod, thorofotw, to hold tho lntorrleo with the tfV&Uwt 
in obey—> no longer. Ho Miould bo intervUood regtrdlooo 

folk Of flow hot 


to othaf^ 


. 

T.vnm 



* rtftFr* tt lntornow with 
Ie* vni* *o2Hk. » effort to oo^tt»:th4^fegaUon 

* ttt*t&louoAfto*rtMftta flio day*. 

ontwfkh o» mnei 

X,- .:- - 1 Jf 

v/ 

to hot look ^ 


r?rt 




JOHN COOAR HOOVER 
omecTOA 


CC-28T 





jfrdrral tturrau of luurstigation 
Unitrb Itatn Department of luitirr 
fitaabington, 0. €. 

November 3C, 191* 


MEMORAN DUM FOB ♦?., ROSS.' 



NQRKAN T. TTHIT'AFFF.f with aliases; 

APPLICATION POR rAP.^C'i T A RSdTRK 
ITVII. RIGHTS 


Mr. Tttiioa 
Mr. E A. Ttma 

Mr CUtt _ 

Mr. GI**io___ 

Mr. Lidd__ 

Mr. Nichol« 

Mr. Ro»*a 
Mr Tr«cr 
Mr. Ctnoo 
Mr. CofUy _ 

Mr. H«nJi>o_ . 

Mr. Krtmtr 

Mr. McGuire_ 

Mr. Utrbo__ 

Mr Qu i uc T 

Ttlt Room 

Mr. Neiit ._ 

Miss Boibm_ 

Hiss Giady _ 



At this ti«e Daniel ‘2. Lyons, the Pardon 
Attorney, contacted the writer and reoiested ar. inter- 
view wit:i the applicant. ,} e stated this applicant was 
involved in the RvcLlvn ^als.o VcLean sw_r.ile by u.aston 
Means, and he wanted the investigation completed as 
soon as possible, ie was informed tins would be none. 


A letter has beer, directed to the 3fa8h.lr.yton 
Field mice and the hew Tor'-' Office expediting mvesti- 
nation in tills esse. 

o 


respectfully, 


4* m 

r j ./../// t> *•'•***" 













FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


waxm. 7>593 


WA9KS&TQ9, 0* 6* 11-10-42 U-7^42 f* H. MORGAN 


, ; /£) CH »» n W»W 

muni m b t. Whitaker, j{ifn aliases APimTE# tor pardcr to 

MelZctfilliaas, I*1WBHIamson RESTORE CIVIL R2QR1KI 


THEtXJfc 


tvNowi of FACTi: Original record of subject as reflected by Federal 
Bureau of Investigation set forth* 


f ffg gR Eiifla T Report of Special Agent T. H* MORGAN, dated August 14, 1942, 
at Washington, D« C* 

DETAILS} AT ittHPiGTOS. P* 0*1 


The files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation refleeted the 
following criminal record on KOREAN T. WIITAOR* 


Contributor of Name and 


Arrested or 


rerprints: 


Kusiber 


Charge ; Disposition 


USP, Leavenworth, Korean Whitaker 5-10-24 Dyer Act 2 yrs *rel. on 

Kansas #21164 *PP*»1 “ Judgment 
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Admit*t December 1929, aa lioiman Whitaker, Tampa, Fla*, 

Dyar Act; 3 yrs. Leavenworth, aantanca now on appeal. 

La Borman F. Whitaker, Bu. of Ident., Maya Landing, N.J., 
r£9—31, noil# proeatd, (may be identical).], 

|2852-33, D. C* Jail, Waah., D.C*, 9-7-34Jral. to USM, 
return to Fla* / \ 

Additional aliaaes: Neil Williama, "The Fax", Neil WiUiamao 
'•N umber 19 H « 


«* 2 ~ 










• • 


CG-Bu« Piold Div* The above individual la identical with NOBHAB T* IBUTANER, 
Bbehington, D. G. subject of your letter dated August 13, 1942* 

Rft* NORMAN T. NHITA0R, Wm* 

MSSTPRATION OP C1T1I RIGHTS 

FBI WMBMt 248506 

(* Represents notations unsupported by fingerprint a in FBI filaa*) 

# * # 

tfHITA&BR will not be interviewed by tha Washington Piold Office 
until the completion of the investigation requested of the Nee fork Field 
Division, unites advised to the contrary by the Bureau* 


pupae 
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Will interview the applicant concerning hi# Application 
for Pardon to Restore Civil Rights* 


YORK PIMP DIVISOR? 

AT W8R YORK CITY* 

At 18 Graaercy Park, will contact mUM CLAY in connection 
with an affidavit of character made by her in connection 
with an Application to Restore Civil Rights aade by NORMAN 
T. WHITUGER in September, 1939, which affidavit accompanied 
WHITAKER’S application at that time* 
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MW0BJJTDU4 ICE THE FEDERAL 3UBSAU C? IKVSSTIGATIQK; 

r-, 

la ret Horran T. Whitaker* Applicant for 
Pardon to Restore Civil Rights, 



Thle case originated in Washington* D. C.» where it 
la n'inhered ’3-591. It was submitted hy the United States At¬ 
torney for the District of Coluabia on March 11* 1942* to the 
Washington Field Office. The undeveloped leads set out In the 
Washington Field Office report dated April 14, 1942* are an 
interview In Mew York City with Evelyn Clay Everett and an inter¬ 
view with the applicant at Washington* D. C. 

As It will be necessary to refer this case to the 
Unitec States attorney fcr the Southern Limricl cf FI . _ 
for? final action ie taken, it would be appreciated if the pend¬ 
ing irveetiretiOE could be brought to a speedy conclusion in 
ord**r that we may give the United States Attorney the benefit 
of the reports. 


'•Daniel K. lyons* 

rurdcm Attorney. 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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wno ww or fact*: deferences who signed affidavits are not enthusiastic 

about the worthiness and general dependability of 
applicant, with exception of a relative by marriage. 
However, none of references pointed out any derogatory 
information reflecting upon applicant's character or 
integrity since his release from prison. His personal 
friends and associates appear to be quite liaited 
and satisfactory. Investigation indicates applicant 

_ has led a respectable life since he was last released 

from Federal Prison in 1936. Neighborhood investiga¬ 
tion favorable. Credit record since 1932 satisfactory. 
Applicant has sued various newspapers and individuals 
for libel within the last five v»*rs, but in each 
instance Judgment was for defendant*. No criminal 
violations, Washington, D. C., since 1932; however, 
applicant has been warned on several occasions since 
1936 for sinor traffic violations. 



DETAILS: AT V/ASHINSTCfj. D« C. 

rhls investigation i3 predicated upon a letter dated 
Llarch 11, 1942, from United States Attorney ED-ttRD M. CUiiHAN to the washing' 
ton field Office, to the effect that his office is in receipt of an 
Application for Pardon to Restore Civil Rights filed by one NGiS&JJ T. 
VfrilTAKER, and requesting that an appropriate investigation be conducted 
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concern!^ WHITAKER for tue purpose of determining wnether his civil rights 
should be restored. 

This investigation ms conducted jointly by special Agents RICHARD SHAW, 

C. F. SI/RID®, JR., and H. L. LISLE. 

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent SHAW: 

KOREAN T. 'tfHITAKBR, 505 ISth St., k. Wo «*9e application for tha restora¬ 
tion of his civil rights on September 15, 1939, according to information obtained 
from Mr. J. J. O'LEARY, clerk in the Bnited States Attorney*s Office, The applica¬ 
tion was accompanied by WHITAKER'S own affidavit and the affidavits of five 
character references. The names of the five character references are as follows: 

HOWARD LLOYD, 610? Broad Branch Road, sashingtoa, D. C.; 

J. D. DAMIAN, 2700 Que street, N. W., (physician - has known JHITAKER 
five and a half years) Washington, D* C.J 

Dr. JOHN E. HEGARTY, 1611 31»t Street, N. h r ., Apt; 20? - business 
address 3204 M Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.; 

CSCaR A. EEKOBES, 1354 Farkwood Place, K. W., Washington, D. C. - 
occupation in 193V, Assistant Solicitor, Department of Interior - 
has known WHITAKER six years; 

SYSLYN CLAY SWIFT, 18 Graaercy Park, New York City - occupation, writer - 
has known '&IITAKER twenty-eight ..ears. 

A brief history of WHITAKER can be found in this report under the heading 
"Credit Record and Information." A few additional facts are as follows: 

WHITAKER was convicted in the District Court for the District of Columbia 
for tne crime of conspiracy with GASTON B. MEANS, 3T AL, in attempt to commit 
larceny of $35,000. MEANS was convicted for larceny of $100,000 from Mrs. EVALYN 
WALSH i cLSAN - WHITAKER was sentenced to 18 months in the Washington Asylum and 
Jail. Hhiie there he also served time for conviction under the Dyer Act, having 
been c evicted in the ^outhen; District Court ox Florida in March, 1932. He aervec 
tine in Alcatraz for violation of the National Motor Vehicle Theft Act, having 
been sentenced in the United States District Court for the Southern District of 
California in April, 1924. Washington Field Office file 26-1950-111 reflects 
that SHI TAKER was found guilty on a charge of violating the National Motor Vehicle 
Theft Act and was on March 4, 1932, sentenced to three years in the United States 
Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia, having been tried at Tampa, Florida, on March 3, 
1932. 

AHITAKER was listed in Who's Viho for a number of years. He is approximate 
52 years of age, married, and has no children. His wife’s name is DOROTHY V. D. 
jtti TTiiCll. 2/HITAKER was once nationally known as a cheas player. 








Agent oHAW interviewed HG2&ED ILCY3 at his home, 4107 Broad Branch 
Hoad, N. W. Ur. LLOYD, 75, ns once engage; in the bond and investment busi¬ 
ness as well as insurance. He has been retired for over fifteen years. Jlr. 

LLOYD advised that he first act vttilTAKEH io 1920, and between that year and J 

1930 saw him quite frequently. He stated aSITAKBR at one time practioed patent 
law at 920 F St., N. 4., and that he, LL0Y5, once rented some office apace / 

from SfHlTAKEft in lv20. LLOYD was conductin' his business in the saas office 
building and was in and out of aIU'IAKER's office frequently. Altho LLOYD made ’ 
affidavit in YflttTAKER's behalf in September, 1939, in support of HHITAKBR’a 
application, he admitted he had not seen the applicant in the past two years* 

LLOYD was of the opinion that WHITAKER'S "character is better than hi* reputation* ‘ 
and that applicant had suffered injustices in connection with his trial for con¬ 
spiracy to defraud krs. EVALYK ttLSH SicLLAN of ?1Q0,CXX3 together with QMICK v . t,".. 
B. USANj, who had promised to find the kidnaped LINDBERGH baby. LLOYD did not 
specify just what injustices he referred to. He stated that in the past five 
or six years he has "bumped into" WHITAKER on the street, but that he has never 
been in ’tfiJITAKER's home nor has the latter visited him in his home. 

Lr. LLOYD stated he doe3 not know what .VHITAKER has been doing since 
his last release from prison in 1936, nor does he know where he has been employed. 

He stated he believes hi3 wife is probably supporting applicant as she has lad 
a job with the U. d. Department of Interior. LLOYD informed the agent that ••• 

so far as he knows WHITAKER nas been behaving since 1936 and nas no unsavory i 

associates. He was unable to furnish any definite information about the present 
habits or associates of ..'HITAKSS. After stating that he supposed .WHITAKER had I 

been respectable during the last five or six years, he said that for all he 1 

knows "WHITAKER may have cormtted murder in the past two years" but that he 
does not think so/ Later in the interview he remarked that HHITAKER was 
"guilty as hell in the liSAKo case." According to LLOYD, WHITAKER, is undoubtedly 
a loyal American. He offered as his reason *or maxing affidavit xn .fHITAKER's 
behalf that he sincerely believes the latter has rehabilitated himself and is 
"going straight." He said that over the years he has cashed checks for .iKITAKER \ 
and loaned him small amounts of ,?40 or , and that the checks were always 
good and MX7AKS3 had always repaid the leans promptly. 1 

Dr. JOHS A. HSOaRTY, a dentist with offices at 3204 N dtreet, N. ...» 
stated in his affidavit that he had known .Ail TAKER eighteen years as of Septem¬ 
ber, 1939, which would make theirs a twenty-one year acquaintance to date. 4 

He advised that he had married ,7HIT/,KER *s sister DOROTHY six years ago and | 

has seen Hill TAKER at least once a week during the past six years. He related, ] 

upon interview, that he has occasio n a l ly given WHITAKKR small bills to collect I 

for him and that he has found applicant to be reliable iri these matters. | 

According to Dr. ISGARTY, since WHITAKER*s release from prison !w* has not done j 

much and his wife has had to support the two of them for the most part; however, I 

she is not now working but is seriously ill, having recently had an operation | 










for cancer. Dr. HSGARTT stated he believes flHITAXSR and his wife are in very 
difficult financial straits, inasaach as Mrs. viHITAXER ia no longer working and 
it ia necessary for VflllTASER to stay with her constantly# fi® stated WHITAKER 
ha 3 had poor luck in trying to secure a position, because his reputation has 
alwsvs preceded him. He mentioned that for the past year WHITAKER, was onoe 
a lawyer, has been investigating the flatter of his, HEUAF.TY**, father's will; 
that his father died in Hewburyport* Mass., about a year ago, leaving over 
£100,000 to HEGASTY'a brother, and HE&UtTY has had SHITAKEl go to Hewburyport 
several times for his# 

HEGAKTY also discloeed that after dHITAKER' a release free orison the 
last time he had been given a car by Governor HOFFMAN of Kew Jersey and sotae expense 

aoney to look for the money which the late OASTOS B. 1EAJIS stole from Mrs. EVALIK 
WALbK McLEAN and which is believed to rave beer, bidden somewhere out west, and 
that iVHITAKSH looked for the money in about 1937. 

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent H. L. LISLE: 

Dr. J. D. DALIAH, who resides and has his office in the Kew Gardens 
Apartments, 2700 jue St., N. vf., advised that he first act WHITAKER about seven 
years ago when the latter brought Mrs. WHITAKEH to his office for treatment. 

He stated he had been treating Sirs. WHITAKER prior to this time but had never 
met the applicant because he had not yet beer, released from prison. He added 
that the only time he saw <«1TAXER was when the latter came to his office with 
Urs. WHITAKER, which was a total of ten or twelve times. Upon inquiry as to wy 
he believed applicant tc be eligible or worthy for restoration of nis civil 
rights, the doctor replied that he knew of no particular reason why WHITAKER'S 
rights should be restored, but, on the other rand, he knew of no serious reason 
why his rights should be denied. He stated he considers WHITAKER a former small¬ 
time crook who never had the ability or never to get into big-time crime. Dr. 
ha v tam is also definitely of the opinion that applicant is a psychopathic 
personality. He explained that by this he does not mean the applicant is insane, 
but means that he is not well balanced mentally and inclined to be unstable. 

He further advised that Mrs. VtMITAKER is neurotic and hinted that she might oe 

addicted to the use of morphine as a result of her real or imaginary ailments._ 

He stated he had understood from her that sne was considering divorcing sflilTAAiu* 
because she was getting tired of supporting him. 

Dr. D.UUAf! summed up his statements with a remark to tise effect that he 
does not know of any infractions of the la» committed by applicant since he was 
released; that, however, beyond knowing nothing derogatory concerning the appli¬ 
cant, he knows nothing particularly good about him. He stated chat WHITAKEk’s 
wife became dissatisfied with his treatments about aix months ago and started 
going to another doctor; that he was glad to get rid of the case because of the 
neurotic tendencies of the patient. 







jgp. OSCAR A. BSftGBtt y an Assistant Solicitor of the Department of Interior, 
C Street between lath and 19th Streets, N. »., advised that he first met «TIITAKER 
early in 193? wten Mrs. WHITAKER in-'ted hia ever to their &#• for dinner; that at 
this time lira. MHZTAKEH was **>loyed at the Department of Interior, where he, 
BE8G8Et», had set her. He stated thro since that occasion he has seen the applicant 
at least twice each week, and that \<a believes he knows nore about the HHXTAKB& 
than anyone else. Mr. infonaed that applicant’s wife Is not forking at 

this tine, but that she i3 still on the pay roll of the Interior Department, in 
that she is using her accrued annual and sick leave. According to BERQHEM, the 
applicant has not been employed since he was released froa prison; that ho nay have 
in some isolated cases done bits of legal work for practicing attorneys, but that 
his earned income has been negligible. He further stated that applicant spends 
his spare H .r» reading and puttering about his home. Ur. EEBGRSK informed that 
Mrs. WHITAKEB has not worked 3ince June, and that she is considering going 

to live with her sister when her salary stops. 

according tc JERGBEK, the applicant does not smoke or drink and, so far 
as Mr. BB8C3EK knows, is remarkably free from the common vices. Xhen asked if 
he considered the applicant to be mentally stable, BBHfiflEN said he was so far as 
he could tell. He explained, however, that because in applicant’s early life 
everything had been made easy for hia, it was difficult for hia to adjust hinself 
to being unemployed and not sought after. BEftGREX mentioned that the applicant 
was once a topflight chess player and as such acquired many acquaintances and 
friends. Ur. EESGHEN did not seem to know anything about specific instances 
of the applicant *3 attempting to secure positions, but he stated ..’HITAJER had 
difficulty getting a job because cf his prison record. It »s Mr. ffihGR2K 8 opiiucr. 
that there might be some chance for the applicant to get a job i: hxs rights were 
restored. 

i'Jhen a 3 ked what his reason was for believing that the applicant*3 rights 
should be restored, he stated he thought it would be a great help to the applicant 
and hi 3 wife in the predicament they are in. In other words, he based his 
opinion upon sympathy, especially for 'IHITAKER'3 wife, rather than upon any 
n»ritorioua action on the part of applicant. He stated he uii not know of any 
irregular acts having beer, committed by .iHITAIJSR since his release, or activities 
of a"questionable character which he might have indulged in since ids release. 


Mr. BRUCE AlMUAHKSIi, who resides in an apartment at 50t> 18th street, 

H. W., and who is employed as an architect by the Havy Department, advised that 
he knows .VHITAKE?. only casually, in that he sees him in the halls of the apa. 
house. He mentioned tnat, other than the TJKITAKEas, he is the oldest tenant 
in the building, and that he is probably the only tenant wno is at a.— ac.uajR-r* 

with then. 












The Agent was able to learn through careful questioning that Ur. ALBXUCER knows 
nothing of the applicant's criminal record and, in fact, does not even know the 
applicant has served tide. Apparently there is little fraternizing in the 
apartment building where the applicant lives, and, therefore, no further neighbor¬ 
hood investigation was conducted. 

tor. ALEXANDER did know that the applicant apparently was not employed 
and that his wife had been quite ill and worked at the Department of Interior 

when she w &3 able to* He intimated, that mere had been considerable idle gossip 

around the building concerning the fact that aKTTASSR apparently did not work, 
but he stated he felt there was nothing to the gossip. Beyond these facts, Mr. 
ALEXANDER w&3 unable to shed any light on the activities of the applicant. 

Urs. S. R. KAPLAN, Cafritz Company, 1404 h it., N. reviewed the 
recerds of the company relative tc the applicant’s residence at 907 Park Central 
Apartments, l9fjo P It., K. W., and stated the records reflected that the appli¬ 
cant's wife was living at this address when aHITAKER was released from prison, 
having taken up residence there in January, 1935, and lived there until Septem¬ 
ber 13, 1939, at which time action was taken to regain possession by the owners 

for nonpayment of rent and, as a result, applicant and his wife were required to 

move. At the tijne they left this address they were still owing $118 rent, and 
this amount is still owed at this time. 

Hiss M. H. BIEH3, Secretary-Treasurer, Phillips Properties, Inc., 
owners of the apartment building in which applicant and his wife now live, pro¬ 
duced the records which reflected time the fHITAKERu have always been prompt 
in payment of rent and are not delinquent in any maimer at the present time, 
kiss BYERS was not aware of the record of applicant and Agent did not disclose 
any such information to her. Uiss BYEK3 further stated there had never beer, any 
complaints of any kind concerning the 'WHITAKERS ana that they had proved to be 
very satisfactory tenants. 

The above investigation covers all addresses of applicant 3 ince he wa.3 
released from prison. 

CREDIT RECORD IlTCrPlAIT OK 

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent RICHARD 

oHAW? 

The records of the Credit Bureau, 1U9 H bt., li, W., contain a great 
deal of information relative to the applicant, including newspaper clippings con¬ 
cerning the MEANS case and VfHITANEa's connection* In the years preceding 1932, 
According to the records, WHITAKER had been sued approximately 150 time.} in debt 
actions, but since that lima his credit, record appears to be all right. Tl«rev;a3 
a landlord and tenant action against him in September, 1939, brought for possession 
of 907 Park Central Apartments, 1900 F St., K. V/., by the Cafritz Company. The 
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1*0 cord reflects that from September * 1937* until late in 1939* SMTAJGER and 
Ids wife resided at the above address, the Park Central Apartments. Since then 
and at present he is residing at 505 18th St., N. The records gave bids 
brief background: 

From 1909 to 1914, WHITAKER was employed by the United States Patent 
Office, department of Commerce, 14 th ot, and Constitution Ave., N. S., as an 
Examiner, compensated at $1,500 per year. After resigning froa this position 
he engaged in the practice of law with offices in the Legal Building for a atdle 
and later at 922 F St., N.W. From 1923 to early in 1932 M had offices at 
1006 ¥ -St., S. V»., where he engaged in the practice of patent law with his 
brother ROUND. 

During the past five years, according to the records, 7JHI7AXER has sued 
various newspapers and individuals for libel. Some of these, briefly, are: 

nrI?AT“5 vs. v.^’.iagtoi -illy News for Libel, j25,OCG; November, 1937 

VAT Tucsk ts. ELEANOR UEDILL PATTERSON, 15 Dupont Circle, N. W., $200,000: 

February, 1938 

’WHITAKER vs. American Newspapers, Inc., judgment of dismissal; June, 1939 

WHITAKER vs. District News Company, suit dismissed; June, 1937 

WHITAKER vs. EVALIN WALSH McIEAN, verdict for defendant; December, 1939 

None of these suits was successful. All were in the District of Columbia courts. 
Several ether unsuccessful suits were noted. 

t'i& records of the Credit Bureau, 1221 G St., N. V?«, contained the fol¬ 
lowing additional information: 

The Resident Manager at 505 18th it., N. <V., Mrs. 3ETM0UR PRICE, 3tated 
in a letter to the Credit Bureau, September, 1939, that the WHITAKERS had always 
paid their rent promptly. 


CRIMINAL RECORD 

A cnec,: of the files of the Criminal Identification Division of the Metro¬ 
politan 1 ,>iice Department failed to reflect any arrests of applicant or ary coiiv- 
pl&inta iodgwe against him since 193-. 
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The following investigation «• conducted by special Agent CHAR 1 B 5 F. 
SELFRIDGE, JR.: 

A check of the Traffic Violations of the ketropolitan Police Department 
reflected that KOREAN T. «HITA!CER has been warned on several occasions since 
1936 for minor traffic violation*. 


- PENDING - 







AT HE?/ TOffi CITY* at IS Cramercy Park, will contact EVELTK CULT 
in connection with an affidavit of character made by bar in coon*o~ 
with an Application to Restore Civil Rights made by HQRKAN T» 
WHITAKER in September, 1939, *hich affidavit accompanied WHIfAKJS*a 
application at that time. 


THE mSHIKGTOK FIELD DIVISION 

AT WASHINGICK. 0. C.. will await receipt of criminal record from the 
Bureau and report sarae. 

Will interview tho applicant concerning his Application for Pardon to 
Restore Civil Rights. 











JFrbrral •urrmi of IttorstigaHon 
UtiitrH Itatn Orpartmrnt of luitiff 


Washington, D. C. 
August 13, 1942 


/ Director 

V/ Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

HZ: WQBUAIf T. WHITAKER, Was. 
RESTORATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS 


Dear Sir: 


Kindly furnish the known criminal record of the following: 

Approximate date Fin- 

City, Police gerprints forwarded Fingerprint 

Arrest, or Other Federal Bureau cf In- Claesifica- 
Name (inc. aliases) Humber. _ vestigation. tion. 

NORMAN TAlTAKHt,' FBI # 248508 ' * 

WITH ALIASES: 

KEE^ WILLI AMS, 

NEII 0 WILLIAKSOH 
CLUMBER NINETEEN 
«THE*FOX" 
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Very truly yours, 




Special Agent in Charge 












